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LEE COUNTY: If you're up for an adventure, you don't have
to go to Africa for a Safari. A one-tank trip to the Big Cypress
Seminole Reservation will bring you face to face with some of
the world's most dangerous animals.

Take exit 49 off Alligator Alley and head north about 20 miles
to the Billie Swamp Safari.

Our personal tour guide for the day Is Shea Hayley.
First we went on an airboat ride.

Shea's instructions are simple- sit back, relax, and keep your
hands in the boat.

“If we do get close to an alligator just don't stick your hand in
the water," said Hayley.

We expected to see alligators, but not "super swamp
chickens."

“You guys might know them as the African Ostrich," said
Hayley.

They're the most dangerous animal on the ground. They're
large and can run 40-miles per hour.

"Oh yeah, they are big birds, The largest in the world and
also the fastest flightless birds," said Hayley.

Under the cool canopy of cypress trees, it actually feels
comfortable, but you can't get too comfortable.

"An alligator can hear a peanut drop in the water - 30 yards
away," said Hayley.

A few minutes later we were surrounded by alligators. One
thing you should never do is feed the alligators. That's how
they lose their fear of humans.

Billie Swamp Safari shows visitors from all over the world
how the Seminoles survived off the water and the land.

Next, we went on a swamp buggy for an eco tour.

The eco-tour takes you into the wild. It's one Florida attraction
where you never know what you'll see. American bison
blocked the road.

"We're going Into the forest like area, it's called the Hardwood Hammock, which comes from Indian word — Hamico.

It means sleeping place," said Hayley.
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Seminoles slept a few feet off the ground to keep them safe from alligators, snakes and all the dampness of the

rainy season.

There are hogs, horses and even eastern diamondback rattiesnakes. It's one of six poisonous snakes found in Big

Cypress.

On your one tank trip, expect to see some dangerous animals — and be ready for adventure,

From Fort Myers, the drive time totals 90-minutes to the Billie Swamp Safari.

Click here for the website for the Billie Swamp Safari
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